OFFICIAL    AND    COURT    LIFE

Two other high ecclesiastics may be mentioned

with whom Evelyn was friendly. Dr. Burnet, who
eventually became Bishop of Salisbury, and Dr. Ken,
Bishop of Bath and Wells. He contributed papers to
Burnet's History of the Reformation; he admired him as
a preacher and thought him "a person of extra-
ordinary parts.33 Ken, like Bancroft, was one of the
seven Bishops, and was also deprived owing to his
refusal to swear allegiance to William III. Evelyn
heard him preach with "his accustomed action, zeal
and energy" on many occasions, and met him at
conferences at Lambeth. Other instances could be
given of his intimacy with the leading clergy of the
Church of England.

It would almost seem as if, with the exception of
parliamentary life, for which he had no inclination,
there was hardly any branch of public affairs to
which John Evelyn was not ready to lend his best
services and willingly devote his time and leisure.
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